
Fall 2017 

In this issue: 

 Conference Success 

 Save the Date for 2018 

 End of Year Appeal 

and Holiday Ornament 

 Story of New Mexico’s 

Retablo 

Baca Family Historical Project Newsletter 

Photo Caption 

 

2017 Conferences 
A Success 
The Baca Family Historical Project had three very 

successful conferences in Albuquerque and Taos. 

Our first Albuquerque conference on September 

2nd was over booked necessitating a second 

conference.on October 7th.  

Presenters included Joseph Sanchez, PhD, 

director of the Spanish Colonial Research Center 

at UNM.; Henrietta Christmas, President of New 

Mexico Genealogist Society, Connie Lee, 

President of Angioma Alliance, and Joyce 

Gonzales, genealogist for Angioma Alliance. 

Participants had the opportunity to learn about the 

history of the Baca Family in New Mexico and 

work on their family trees. Those who were found 

to be direct descendants of Cristobal Baca and 

Ana Maria Ortiz were eligible for a free DNA test 

for the CCM1—cerebral cavernous angioma, 

known as the Common Hispanic Mutation. 

Taos Conference 

On September 23, 2017, the Baca Family 

Historical Project headed north to Taos, NM and 

presented a mini-conference at the Kit Carson 

Electric Cooperative Boardroom. Dr. Leslie 

Morrison gave a clinical presentation and 

counseled several participants on their concerns 

about cerebral cavernous malformations. 

Participants line up at Albuquerque Conference to have their family trees 

reviewed by Henrietta Christmas, President of New Mexico Genealogist 

Society. Direct descendants received a free DNA test for the CCM1 gene. 

BFHP received a $10,000 
grant from Con Alma Health 
Foundation for 2018. 

 

We received a $1,000 grant 
from the Taos Community 
Foundation to sponsor the 
Taos Mini-Conference and 
testing. 

 

Baca Family Historical Pro-
ject has reach over 800 indi-
viduals in person or online 
increasing awareness of 
CCM1—cerebral cavernous 
angioma, the Common His-
panic Mutation. 

 

To date, Angioma Alliance 
has spent 15,000 in free DNA 
testing to individuals who are 
direct descendants of Cristo-
bal Baca and Ana Maria 
Ortiz. 

 

BFHP held 

2 conferences 

1 mini conference 

4 professional presentations 
to healthcare professionals 

7 community presentations 

2 info tables at conferences 

1 info table at state fair 

La PLATICA 
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Dr. Connie Lee 

watches as 

participant 

performs her own 

cheek swab for the 

free DNA testing for 

the Common 

Hispanic Mutation, 

cerebral cavernous 

angioma. 

The Baca Family Historical Project provid-

ed information on cerebral cavernous angi-

omas at the New Mexico State Fair in 

September. Pictured right is Tim Gallegos, 

Angioma Alliance Board Member. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Tentative Dates June 8-9, 2018 

The Baca Family Historical Project is planning for their 2nd Annual Historical & 

Genealogical Conference. Our hope is to expand the conference by providing both 

historical, genealogical and clinical information on the Common Hispanic Mutation and to 

bring in more historical areas of interest across the state. 

The conference will be open to presenters across New Mexico who can capture the 

families and history from their area.  

End of Year Appeal 

Holiday Ornament 
 

You should be receiving a holiday card 

with our first holiday ornament with 

our Baca Family Historical Ornament 

depicting our logo of Cristobal Baca and 

his wife Ana Maria Ortiz wearing tradi-
tional clothing of the 1600s southwest. 

 

Our goal is to raise $100,000 for 2018 
to enable us to continue to provide free 

DNA testing, patient booklets, printing, 

and other costs associated with out-

reach programming in New Mexico. 

 

Next year our main focus will take us 

into southern New Mexico visiting Los 

Lunas/Belen/Socorro and Las Cruces. 
We plan to return to Las Vegas and 

Santa Fe with a mini-conference and 

DNA testing. 

 

Corporate sponsorships are also availa-

ble as well as naming opportunities. 

New Mexican retablos are a traditional 

historic art form specific to New Mexico. 

See story on following page. 
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Left: Albuquerque Conference with KOAT TV coverage. Right: Volunteers Toby Pino and 

nephew James Baca review their personal story before presenting. 

Left: Henrietta Christmas reviews family 

tree. Right: Taos Conference participants 

work on their family tree. 

 

Conference 

registration: 

 

Albuquerque 

conferences were 

held at the Special 

Collections Library, 

Botts Hall 

Auditorium. The 

library was build in 

1905 and was 

Albuquerque’s first 

public library. 

Participants eligible for the free DNA 

test for the CCM1 gene must first fill 

out a consent form, request for test 

form for the doctor. Applications are 

reviewed for accuracy. Volunteer, 

Tim Gallegos also provides answers 

to questions posed by participants. 

He also tells them of the 3CM 

Support Group open to anyone with 

CCM1 and their family, friends. 

Left: Joyce 

Gonzales, 

genealogist for 

Angioma Alliance, 

participant, and Nita 

Murphy, UNM Taos 

Southwest Research 

Center at the Taos 

Conference. 

Conference Line-Up for 2018: We will be heading to southern New Mexico holding con-

ferences or presentations in Los Lunas, Belen, Socorro, and Las Cruces, Las Vegas, 

and Santa Fe. Our thanks to all who attended our presentations. 



Spanish explorers first came to 

New Mexico in the 1530’s, but 

they did not find the Seven 

Cities of Gold they thought 

existed. They returned to 

Spain, but in 1598, Juan de 

Onate commanded an 

expedition, which brought 

them back to New Mexico. The 

Espanoles, as the original 

Spanish settlers of colonial 

New Mexico were called, lived 

in accord with cultural 

traditions recreated from the 

memory of Catholic Spain. 

Because the inhabitants were 

so isolated, they would reenact 

old religious dramas, sing 

traditional hymns, and say 

prayers, living an old world 

lifestyle structured very much 

like traditional Spanish village 

life of the sixteenth century. 

The religious art that 

embodied the spirit and 

aspirations of New Mexico 

Catholics include painted and 

sculpted images of celestial 

beings—divine, angelic, and 

human—that adorned 

churches, chapels, and homes. 

This art formed a vital part of 

Hispanic religious tradition 

that harkened back to the 

Middle Ages. The early settlers 

maintained memories and 

associations of the religious 

art in Spain or New Spain, 

much of which reflected an 

already outmoded sixteenth-

century provincial style.  

During the Pueblo Revolt of 

1680—a province-wide 

rebellion in which drove the 

Spanish out of New Mexico—

all of the religious objects in 

the province had been 

destroyed. Then, in 1692 and 

1693, the Spanish, led by Don 

Diego de Vargas, returned to 

New Mexico and reconquered 

the Pueblo Indians. Soon, the 

new settlers began building 

towns and villages, each with a 

chapel. Their New Mexican 

santos constitute the only 

monumental religious art that 

European America can claim 

as part of its own heritage. 

Nothing comparable exists 

from New England, as the 

Puritan forefathers forbade the 

creation and use of most 

religious images. Their 

interpretations were made 

within the context of the 

social, cultural, and spiritual 

influences of New Mexico. 

These regional santeros 

established a decidedly unique 

New Mexican style of santo.  

Larry Frank, author of A Land 

so Remote [2001]. 

 

If you have not received your holiday 
card and ornament, go to 
www.bacafamily.org and fill out the 
contact form with your name, address, 

city, zip code.  

The New Mexican 
Retablo 

Our retablo depicts Cristobal Baca and his 

wife Ana Maria Ortiz dressed in traditional 

1600c clothing. Colors used in retablos 

represented many things. The chiles in our 

retablo represent New Mexico. The blue 

represents our blue skies and our turquoise 

and the golden color come from our 

chamisa bush and cottonwood trees whose 

color explodes in the fall throughout the 

state. Our retablo holiday ornament is 

printed on durable cardboard. 
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